Short-term effect of malathion on rats' blood glucose and on glucose utilization by mammalian cells in vitro.
Blood glucose increased in rats treated with a single ip dose of malathion (650 mg/kg). This effect was observed in the first hour of treatment, reached a 2.2-fold peak after 2 hr, and decreased after 4 hr. Malathion (20 micrograms/ml) caused a decrease of glucose utilization in IB-RS-2 cells treated for 8 hr. This effect was observed as early as 30 min after treatment and was time-dependent.